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Abstract 
 The purpose of this project was to form a choir at the Zeta Mu Chapter of Tau Kappa 
Epsilon.  The choir performed three times throughout the second semester of the 2011-2012 
academic year.  The students improved their singing abilities and discovered the benefits found 
in musical endeavors.  
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Introduction 
 This Major Qualifying Project was intended to complete the Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute's requirements of a Bachelor of Science's Degree in Humanities and Arts with a 
concentration in Music.  It also served as a Humanities and Arts Practicum for numerous 
students participating in the choir, as well as an Independent Student Project in Humanities for a 
handful more.  The primary purpose of the project was to form a lasting choir at the WPI's Zeta 
Mu chapter of the Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity.  Secondary goals included providing learning 
experiences for the student conductor and for the singers, so that they may develop a deeper 
appreciation for music and singing.  Lastly, it was the desire of the student conductor and the 
advisor that more people in the general public become aware of the positive effects singing can 
have on the health of society as a whole.   
 The main results were three performances and the improvements demonstrated in each 
singer's abilities.  The TKE choir sang through the second semester of the 2011-2012 academic 
year.  Another member of the fraternity, Ryan Burgan, plans to direct the choir in future years.  
As the Zeta Mu chapter is the WPI fraternity with the highest number of singers active in campus 
singing groups, there is great hope that the TKE choir will continue for many years.    
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Background and Research 
 A Cappella music, as opposed to cantata, is one of the oldest musical traditions in the 
world, and has steady roots amongst the collegiate sector.  Additionally, the Greek organizations 
are no strangers to singing.  A quick glance through old WPI yearbooks showcases several octets 
in various fraternities.  It seems only natural that a choir should arise again at WPI through a 
greek house.  The Zeta Mu chapter of TKE is also lucky enough to be in possession of a choir 
book dating back to the 1950s; in fact, it is the original copy owned by the chapter's founder, 
Joseph Vivona.  Several of the illustrations in the book depict several fraternal brothers happily 
singing, indicative of the strong musical culture that brought those men together.  The TKE choir 
was a resurgence of that old fraternal spirit.   
 There are several rudimentary components to any choir.  While it may seem 
straightforward, it is nonetheless important to state, as not every factor is necessarily a given.  
Primarily, a choir is formed of singers; therefore, there must be a minimum number of choristers 
willing to participate.  Most choirs are never actualized simply because of a lack of interested 
members, and it is thus quite important to ensure adequate membership.  A majority of these 
singers must also be able to free up enough time in order to meet and rehearse.  As this project 
demonstrated, it is fantastically difficult to find a time when all singers could attend.  
Additionally, a choir must have music to sing.  This means that the conductor, or whatever other 
person in charge, must select, purchase, copy, and distribute music, or whatever else may be 
required.  Another duty the director must perform is obtaining adequate rehearsing space.  At 
WPI, this generally constituted reserving a practice room in Alden Hall.  Lastly, any musical 
group must have a capable conductor.   
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 Without an adequate director, any musical group is doomed to fail; therefore, my 
personal experience was of paramount importance to the success of the TKE choir.  I began my 
musical career by taking up the piano at age four and joined a boys chorus, Ragazzi at age eight. 
Since then, I performed with a variety of professional organizations around the bay area, 
including the SF Symphony, SF Opera, and Peninsula Teen Opera.  With Ragazzi, I participated 
in several international choral festivals and toured Spain & Portugal.  I also took part in choruses 
and a cappella groups in both middle and high school. Throughout this period, I enlisted in vocal 
lessons with several esteemed vocal coaches.  At WPI, I joined the Men’s Glee Club, Festival 
Chorus, Vocal Performance Lab ,and all male a cappella group SHM.  I have also given vocal 
lessons, and am currently the student conductor for the Festival Chorus and Men's Glee Club.  
The experiences with conducting these choruses, along with John Delorey's Conducting 
Practicum, have greatly assisted in the process of directing the TKE choir.   
 One of the desires of the choir was to subscribe to the Massachusetts Department of 
Education's standards of choral singing for 12th graders.  These are as follows: 
 Sing with expression and technical accuracy a large repertoire of vocal 
literature representing various genres, style, cultures, and historical periods, 
with a difficulty of 4, on a scale of 1 to 6, including works performed by 
memory  
 Sing music written in parts, with and without accompaniment 
 Demonstrate well-developed ensemble skills  
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 While I have much anecdotal experience with warmups, this project necessitated further 
investigation in order to flush out the technical reasons behind certain exercises.  First and 
foremost, one must have a physical warmup.  This includes stretching, massaging, and other light 
activity, paying close attention  to the relaxation of the shoulders, back, neck, jaw, and stomach.  
Next, breathing exercises must be utilized to teach proper technique.  The lungs and diaphragm 
should be stretched and used to their full capabilities, and breathing warmups are key to 
acclimating students to the basic concepts behind breath control.  Also, lip trilling is one of the 
most effective warmups for promoting action of the respiratory muscles, in addition to relaxing 
the tongue and jaw. Ascending and descending pentatonic scales are other warmups helpful for 
gently moving the voice through its full range without straining.  Moreover, directors commonly 
employ the use of staccato arpeggios, which, in addition to moving the voice through a wide 
range, assist singers with forming clear entrances.  Finally, conducting moving chords segmented 
by parts is valuable in teaching strong listening and pitch skills, particularly if a group has issues 
tuning as an ensemble.   
 The Art of Conducting (Hunsberger) textbook, John Delorey's Conducting Practicum, and 
Nathaniel Piper's MQP were particularly helpful in programming concerts, running rehearsals, 
and understanding the general duties of conducting.  The duty of the conductor goes far beyond 
waving his hands and taking a bow. A successful director must continuously engage his 
musicians in the music, inspire them to greater musical heights, and swiftly and tactfully correct 
mistakes.   
 Before the first group rehearsal, a conductor must vocally place each singer.  This is 
contingent not only on the singer's vocal range, but also on the quality of his or her voice and  
musical abilities.  Seating assignments must depend on a singer's timbre and general singing 
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abilities, so obtaining an adequate picture of each singer is crucial.  In general, singers should 
stand near someone with a similar timbre to benefit the overall blend of the choir.  Additionally, 
singers of different calibers should stand next to each other; that is, one should avoid grouping 
all the poor singers together.  In this manner, each poor singer has a helper, or a strong singer 
that can assist during difficult passages.   
 During rehearsals, it is the conductor's responsibility to engage each chorister.  A boring 
director will lead a boring rehearsal and will lose the ensemble's attention.  Therefore, 
preparation is of paramount importance.  A mediocre conductor who knows the music 
extensively will often perform better than an established conductor who does not.  Minimizing 
downtime, maintaining a balance between working on individual parts and the whole ensemble, 
and beginning and ending with pieces that are easily pleasing and rewarding are all techniques 
that can help maintain an attentive energy.  Music selection is also a key component to directing 
that is easily overlooked. One must choose pieces that are appropriate for the caliber of singers 
and for the proposed performance settings - one would be hard-pressed to sing hard rock in a 
cathedral, for example.  Finally, a conductor must cultivate at atmosphere of respect.  At all 
times the director must treat all singers with dignity.  Less experienced singers should be gently, 
albeit firmly, directed when they make mistakes, and one should never use intimidation to 
correct errors.  A good conductor knows to mix negative and positive feedback.  Too much of 
either will detract from the value given to criticism as a whole.  Another pitfall many conductors 
can fall into is neglecting a certain section while giving too much attention to another.  In 
conclusion, having a healthy rapport between singer and director is important to the overall 
quality of any choir.    
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Methodology 
 The first obstacle in forming the TKE choir was gaining faculty support and recruiting 
members.  The idea for the choir originated in fall 2011, and I began proposing the idea to 
brothers of the fraternity around that time.  As previously mentioned, one of the difficulties in 
creating a choir is having an adequate number of singers.  There was a small interest within the 
fraternity at first, but after the prospect of taking the project for credit, many more people 
showed interest.  In particular, several rising seniors still required a Humanities and Arts 
Practicum, and the project would give them a unique opportunity to achieve this milestone while 
simultaneously enjoying the company of their good friends.  Professors John Delorey and 
Douglas Weeks approved a formal project proposal a few weeks before C term commenced.  
Some students were going away for their IQP either C or D term; however, Professor Delorey 
permitted these students to garner credit, as long as they devoted some extra time to the project.  
These singers took additional vocal lessons with the student conductor.   
 The TKE choir sang from the start of C term to the end of D term.  Our rehearsals were 
usually held on Tuesdays from 8:00-8:50 pm in the Janet Earle room in Alden hall.  They were 
sometimes on Mondays to accommodate as many singers' schedules as possible.  The typical 
rehearsal would consist of five to ten minutes of warmups, approximately half an hour of 
rehearsing new and old repertoire, five to ten minutes of skills work, and a short period for any 
questions or comments from the singers.   
 During the first week of practice, the singers learned the standards they had to follow.  
Mainly, they were expected to attend all rehearsals and concerts, complete all assignments given, 
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actively participate throughout each meeting, and keep a personal reflective journal of their 
experiences.  The journals may be viewed in appendix A.   
 The first week of C term was dedicated to vocal placements, handing out syllabi, and 
detailing expectations of the choristers.  During the vocal placements singers learned proper 
singing posture and breathing techniques, which are the foundations to any good choral singing.  
They also learned their voice part (Bass, Baritone, Tenor 2, or Tenor 1) and went over their part 
for the TKE Sweetheart Song.  Their assignment for the week was to practice the correct singing 
stance and to execute several breathing exercises.  Each of the next five weeks consisted of a 50 
minute rehearsal, an hour long vocal lesson for two singers at a time with me, and assignments 
that dealt with such issues as timbre, tone, pitch, vowel sounds, and resonation.  The last week of 
C term, the choir had a dress rehearsal and an informal concert at the TKE house.   
 The first week back in D term was primarily a reflective period.  The choristers discussed 
what elements of the choir they particularly enjoyed, what parts they would like to change, and 
their hopes for the general direction of the choir.  The next five weeks proceeded like most 
weeks in C term - 50 minutes a week of rehearsals, and two on one vocal lessons as before.  On 
April 13th, the choir sang two songs for the WPI Greek Talent Show, and the preceding rehearsal 
was dedicated to learning the Lonely Island selection that I had recently arranged.  The last week 
will consist of a dress rehearsal and a formal concert on Saturday, April 28th, in the Spaulding 
Recital room in Alden Hall.   
 The repertoire chosen came from the WPI Men's Glee Club library, the TKE songbook, 
and one song that I arranged.  Down Among the Dead Men, by Ralph Vaughan Williams, is 
written for four part men's harmony, and was generously lent to the choir by the Glee Club.  
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Byker Hill, a traditional English Folk song arranged by John Delorey, is written for three part 
men's harmony, and was also lent by the Glee Club.  The Rambling Song of TKE, arranged by 
Russell Miller, is written for two part men's harmony (although it briefly splits to four parts), and 
was found in the TKE Songbook.  The TKE Sweetheart song, by Al Rockwell, is a four part 
barbershop arrangement that was also from the TKE Songbook.  Lastly, I arranged the song I 
Just Had Sex, by the Lonely Island, specifically for the assets of the TKE choir.   
 The choir utilized several assessments techniques.  Some rehearsals and all concerts were 
recorded for analysis.  The ability to watch the interactions between student conductor and 
choristers proved quite useful for understanding how to keep the singers engaged.  Also, each 
singer was assessed at the beginning and the end of the semester to track his progress.  The group 
was similarly evaluated.    
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Results 
 The TKE Choir had several performances throughout the semester: an informal concert at 
the end of C term, a performance during the WPI Greek Talent Show, and a formal concert at the 
end of D term.  Most importantly, we achieved the original purpose of this project, which was to 
form a choir.  
 During the last week of C term, the choir sang four selections: Down Among the Dead 
Men, TKE Sweetheart Song, Byker Hill, and the TKE Rambling Song.  The concert was held at 
63 Wachusett Street, which is the TKE chapter house at WPI.  Among the audience were several 
fraternal brothers, in addition to friends and family of the singers.  The choir referenced sheet 
music for two of the songs, as not all members had memorized them entirely.   
 Several brothers of the Zeta Mu chapter requested that the TKE Choir represent the house 
at the WPI Greek Talent Show during D term.  It seemed like a great performance opportunity, 
so we heartily agreed.  We performed two songs consequently: the TKE Sweetheart song and an 
arrangement of the Lonely Island song I Just Had Sex, to the crowd's delight.   
 The final performance will take place during the last week of D term in the Spaulding 
Recital room in Alden Hall.  The TKE choir will perform five songs: the four pieces from the C 
term concert, in addition to the Lonely Island selection.  The choristers are inviting a greater 
number of friends and family to attend the concert.   
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Conclusions 
 The project was a success and achieved its goals superbly.  Considering the choir started 
completely from scratch, this semester's work has been remarkable.  Additionally, the singers 
have great anticipation for the choir's continuation next year.  "If this were offered again next 
year I would almost definitely do it. It’s been a great experience this year and it be cool to see it 
happen again" (Andrew Bennett).   
 The C term concert was well received by choristers and audience members alike.  "I think 
the concert was very fun and it was nice to see the positive reaction from the crowd" (Ari 
Lathrop).  "Performing in front of our brothers at TKE was a great experience, and it felt good to 
share what we had accomplished with all of them. They definitely enjoyed our performance, and 
I look forward to performing with the TKE Choir again" (Taylor McNally).  Most of the brothers 
in the audience were surprised at the caliber of singing.  Listening and blending were recent 
topics in vocal lessons, which was apparent during the performance, as the ensemble had a 
unified sound.  The choir frequently had issues with attentiveness, but under the duress of 
performing the students were extremely well concentrated, which translated into the quality of 
their sound.  Several members used sheet music for two songs, which caused a few issues with 
watching the student conductor for entrances and cutoffs.  Moreover, this resulted in a slightly 
poorer sound.  Still, the ensemble as a whole sang well.   
 The performance at the WPI Greek Talent Show was particularly memorable.  The 
brother of the Zeta Mu chapter tend to take pride in a certain disregard for following the status 
quo, and this was no exception.  I took advantage of this hubris for musical benefit, harnessing 
this passion towards singing together with energy.  The TKE Sweetheart Song impressed the 
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audience with its overall caliber, and the Lonely Island selection was met with an abundance of 
laughter.  
 While at the time of writing this paper the final concert has not occurred, the choir has 
continued its improvement throughout D term.  Many of the students have grasped more difficult 
concepts, such as differentiating between intervals.  The ensemble also has a better grasp on 
matching pitch and vowel sounds.  The group mostly achieved the Massachusetts Department of 
Education's standards for choral singing for 12th graders.  The only element not attained was 
singing with accompaniment, although this was simply an issue of being unable to utilize an 
accompanist.   
 The singers themselves improved tremendously.  Several members commented on how 
vocal lessons in particular assisted them.  "The singing exercises and techniques have been really 
helping me to have more volume and better tone while I sing.  The exercises in trying to “spin” 
the sound and to imagine singing to something in the distance have really helped to improve my 
tone and projection" (John Paul Petitpas). Nearly all of these students would never had sung in 
their lives if not for this choir, and the spreading of the joy of singing was an important goal for 
the project.   
 The choristers also earned a deeper appreciation for singing and music as a whole.  "My 
experiences with singing has shown that it brings people together, allows for group bonding and 
seems to bring everyone in a cheerful mood" (Julian DeZulueta).  One of the benefits of singing 
with fraternity brothers is that the group was socially close from the beginning, which translates 
easily into better listening skills.  One cannot forget that singing throughout history is almost 
intrinsically a social activity, and people derive great benefit from the practice.  Also, singing is a 
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difficult art to perform at a very high level, although this is often unknown to the general public.  
"My experiences with this class so far have been positive, especially toward my understanding of 
how hard it is for professionals to sing. I am growing an understanding of how influential and 
important singing is in our lives as humans" (Matthew Poppa).  
 A common complaint near the end of C term and the beginning of D term was the lack of 
contemporary music.  Therefore, I arranged the Lonely Island selection, and almost every 
chorister greatly enjoyed performing the song.  Some other complaints centered around 
scheduling rehearsals, which frequently proved difficult because of the sheer number of singers 
in the choir.  Even vocal lessons were sometimes hard to schedule.   
 I personally made a great deal of progress during the course of the semester.  The 
experience of conducting, running rehearsals, and speaking during concerts was all incredibly 
valuable.  I also had the honor of directing the Men's Glee Club for three songs during its final 
concert of the year.  A suggestion for future directors of the TKE choir would be to always 
consider how to keep the singers motivated.  Having a chorus made out of fraternity brothers can 
prove quite difficult to control at times, and maintaining interest is tremendously important.  A 
future director should keep music selection in mind as well.  Traditional glee club songs are 
definitely ideal choices for this type of choir; nevertheless, one should try to keep a diverse 
repertoire.  Pieces should also be easy enough for a majority of the choir to sing, but not too easy 
where the choristers would become uninterested.  Lastly, any conductor of the TKE choir must 
remember that the social element of singing must always be held above all other pursuits.    
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Appendices 
Appendix A: Student Reflective Journals 
Joe Angulo 
My experience so far in the choir course has been very enjoyable and insightful. I have begun to develop 
a strong appreciation and respect for the effort, technique, and exercises that go hand in hand with 
choir singing. The most interesting things I’ve learned and observed from my first vocal lesson and 
rehearsal are the importance of posture and breathe in singing; as well as the strong emphasis placed on 
exaggerated pronunciation. Overall, my aspiration for this class is to gain more confidence in my singing 
ability and to develop a strong foundation so I can continue to learn how to sing while I play my guitar. 
My recent experiences with the TKE choir have been very entertaining. The vocal exercises have been 
greatly expanding my comfort level with singing in front of an audience.  I am becoming better in 
following Ravi’s directions and signals in each song.  Byker Hill and Walker Shore is the song I enjoy 
singing the most.  I feel the group is progressing very well and that our performance in D term will be 
great. 
My experience in C term with the choir went very well. I was really surprised how great we all sounded 
at our performance. I would like to learn a few additional songs before the final concert. The song 
selection I feel we have now could be better. It would be great if we could all vote on at least one song 
to learn. 
The performance at the Greek talent show went very well and I feel exceeded everyone’s expectations.  
Personally, for me the best parts of my choir experience have been our performances. I have recently 
been taking guitar lesson and as a result I would like to continue singing  to accompany the songs I’m 
learning. 
Andrew Bennett 
To be entirely honest I thought that this experience was going to be extremely boring. Now after having 
gone through a couple private lessons and a rehearsal, its actually started to be fun. One thing I really 
hope to accomplish by the end of TKE Choir is to gain the ability of hearing a pitch and being able to 
recognize what note it actually is. I also hope to be able to sing my section of the songs without the 
assistance of other people in my section. This of course goes back to recognizing pitches and being able 
to sing them while reading music. I like where this course is going so far and can’t wait to start getting 
better at singing. 
Over the past couple of weeks, I feel as though I am getting a little better at seeing a note and being able 
to sing it. Overall I feel like I can manage the songs that we have been given and after my last singing 
lesson the TKE sweetheart song is no longer that big problem that it was.  I am a little uncomfortable 
with the 3rd verse in the rambling song though. The rest of the song is fun to sing though. I look forward 
to our perform next week and am ready for next term. 
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My experience of TKE Choir last term was quite unexpected. I originally thought that it’s going to be 
boring and a waste of time, but it turned out to be a lot of fun. The night of the performance was also a 
lot of fun. Having a few people show up to hear us sing was pretty cool and I think that we stepped up to 
the challenge and put on a good show. I thought the songs were fun and hope we do some good ones 
this term. I think that at the end of this term we will be taking our singing skills to the next level. 
Over the past couple of weeks the choir has been pretty fun. Getting up in front of the entire Greek 
community was definitely and interesting experience. It took me out of what I’m normally comfortable 
doing, but ended up being a lot of fun. Going forward I don’t know if I will sing again in the future, but I’ll 
definitely consider it if the opportunity presents itself. If this were offered again next year I would 
almost definitely do it. It’s been a great experience this year and it be cool to see it happen again. 
Chris Berthelette 
So far, I have been getting acquainted with following sheet music for vocals. It's a very fun course but at 
the same time I feel like I'm learning a lot about vocals. It's exceeding my expectations as everyone is 
pushing themselves and progressing at a nice pace. Originally, I never knew to classify myself as a 
baritone. In the future, I hope to be able to hit notes a little bit better and be able to get into more 
complicated melodies. 
Up until this point in this ISP, I have become more proficient with following sheet music for vocals. I feel 
like I'm learning a lot while I'm enjoying the course. From the start up until now, the group as a whole 
has really come together and improved dramatically. I have been learning more regarding scales and ear 
training, and hope to become as proficient in that as I feel I've become with the vocals. I am still working 
on extending my vocal range and fine-tuning the notes I hit. I am looking forward to continuing the 
course through C term and to the end of D term. 
TKE Choir for C-term went really well. I feel like I learned a lot while enjoying the course. I still feel like 
the group as a whole has really come together and improved dramatically. Our mock-performance went 
fairly well. I am still working on extending my vocal range and fine-tuning the notes I hit. I am looking 
forward to continuing the course through D term and am excited to keep working with the group 
So far, I feel D-term has been very productive for the TKE choir. Our most recent performance, at the 
talent show, was very entertaining for those who attended. We were able to be introduced into singing 
an excerpt from an entirely new genre of music. I had the opportunity to be exposed not only to a solo 
in the act but also into the art of rapping. I had fun, although I'm not so sure I'm cut out for it. If TKE 
Choir continues next year, I am definitely interested in participating. 
Donal Boyd 
So far TKE choir has been an excellent experience. I have really enjoyed learning some form of music 
theory, considering I have had little to none. I have been playing music for years, but rarely know what I 
am playing, I only know that it sounds good (and feels good), so I just do it. I would really like to learn 
more about music theory, rhythm and timing in order to further develop my musical abilities. Also, I 
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really would like to learn how to sing. I want to learn how to sing along with the music that I play, 
understand how the music theory works and become a better musician. Essentially, I just want to sing 
like Dave Matthews, or at least sound like him in some way. 
Ryan Burgan 
Singing with guys who are new and mostly inexperienced in the field of music has been very fun so far. It 
reminds me of my high school chorus where the focus wasn't only on singing, but having fun as well. 
Everyone in my section is interested in actually improving and it gives me a chance to help them. I hope 
we can continue getting better as a whole. 
I’m surprised we have been able to learn songs as quickly as we have over the last month. I feel like the 
Tenor 2 section is way ahead in terms of understanding music than the other. Everyone in the choir is 
enjoying the stuff we’re singing and has even been singing it out of rehearsals. I’m looking forward to 
the performance and to seeing if everyone can sing as well as they have been with an audience. 
I really enjoyed the choir in C term. Nearly everybody improved and everyone who was in it seems to 
have more of an interest in singing. The concert went well. It helped that we were in our own house so 
no one felt uncomfortable and that the size of the audience was small. I’ve enjoyed singing with 
everyone; however, there are a few people that didn’t take this seriously at all and make the choir a 
little frustrating at times. 
This term it was much easier to learn the music we’ve been rehearsing. Everyone remembered the stuff 
from last term as well. It didn’t take long to learn the Lonely Island song that we sang, and all of the 
soloists were excited to sing. Once we had the performance everyone felt really good about it. 
Thankfully, everyone did well on their respective solos. If I have the time and there is still interest I plan 
on directing the choir next year 
Andrew Camire 
I would have to say that my experiences in the TKE Choir have been very enjoyable. It’s really interesting 
to be able to hear the vocal abilities of that some of my brothers have that I have never heard before. I 
hope to learn some advanced vocal and breathing techniques that I have not learned in order to expand 
my knowledge and strengthen my vocal abilities. I also hope to be able to help out my brothers with 
their singing in order to help them learn their vocal parts and build their confidence in their singing. I 
hope that I can take things I learn from this class and apply them to singing later in life as well. If I do 
keep singing once I’m out of school it might be for just small shows here and there or just karaoke nights 
with friends. All in all I hope that I can learn a lot from these vocal lessons, and use what I know and 
learn to help others in the class as well. 
I enjoyed learning the few songs from our fraternity’s song book that we have covered so far. It is very 
interesting to have learned a couple songs from our past that no one really knows, and be able to share 
it with the brotherhood that is not taking part in the choir. Overall I feel I am doing well in the choir and 
am picking up my voice part for the music we are learning very well. I also feel that I am doing a decent 
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job helping my other brother that hasn’t really sang before in picking up our tenor 1 part as well. I feel 
that the choir as a whole is progressing very well and all vocal sections are doing a great job at picking 
up there part and being able to put every part together. Going forward I hope to learn some more 
advanced vocal techniques or training that I don’t currently know and really look forward to the TKE 
songs we will continue to learn. I also feel that the choir will continue to progress and will be quite 
successful when we perform. 
I am very proud of the way the TKE choir performed at our concert at the end of C Term. Overall I think 
we pulled together quite well and gave a respectable performance. I personally think I need to blend 
more with the group because I sang quite loudly in order to account for the size of the tenor 1 section in 
comparison to the rest of the choir. Unfortunately in doing this I ended up singing too loudly. So for 
future reference I will just have to make sure that I blend more with the group in order to prevent that 
from happening. I definitely am proud of the fact that people were able to focus and learn the music 
necessary in order for us to give a successful performance. I really hope that going forward this term I 
am able to learn some more advanced vocal techniques as I had hoped last term. I also hope that 
everyone is enthusiastic about choir as they were last time and we continue to improve and grow 
together. 
I am thoroughly enjoying my time as a member of TKE choir and I am so proud of the progress the group 
has made. In the past week we worked very hard in order to work on Ravi’s acapella arrangement of “I 
Just had Sex” by The Lonely Island. We ended up performing this song this past week for the Greek 
Week talent show along with the TKE Sweetheart song. Overall I thought our performance was pretty 
successful. We sounded good on the sweetheart song and every voice part blended well to produce a 
good sound. We sounded decent on “I Just had Sex” though our timing was off in some places. However, 
we showed a lot of energy and had a lot of fun performing the song, and the audience really got into 
and enjoyed our performance. I was very happy with the way the soloists performed and the confidence 
they exuded while doing their parts in “I Just had Sex.” As I stated I thought the performance went well, 
and I hope that we will be able to have at least one more performance in the future before the school 
year ends. I also hope that TKE choir will be able to be continued for years to come. 
Ross Desmond 
With these past 3 classes I have already learned more about singing then I ever have. I have enjoyed 
every minute of it. Singing has already made me less stressed with classes, and I’m learning to hear 
tones. I hope to be able to pick up understanding sheet music, along with learning to sing a little better. 
We are learning things fairly fast paced to me; such as learning a full song in less than an hour. Byker Hill 
was testing due to the wide range and quick changing of tone. However it has also been my favorite. I 
can’t wait to continue with singing. 
After these five weeks, I feel like I can actually hear myself sing. That being said, I find that while my 
voice is not close to the best sounding, I am able to keep the same pitch. Since the last assignment I find 
I can understand sheet music to a basic; however I found that I am unable to understand minor’s, 
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major’s, 4th’s and 5th’s. I also like the song selection and how well this chorus is going. I am really 
enjoying this course and am happy for the opportunity to continue through next term. 
My experiences in c term with the choir were amazing. It helped me to be mostly stress-free all term by 
allowing me to do something completely different from normal. I learned how to read music (I think), 
keep pitch with others, and be part of a choir. I liked performing and can’t wait to do it again. The choir 
progressed quickly and sounded much better than I originally thought we would and therefore felt 
extremely comfortable being judged by an audience. I believe these choir has, and will keep affecting my 
other classes in a positive manner by giving me a different, fun, and challenging (to me) opportunity. 
The choir has been extremely fun, I really enjoyed “rapping” to the song by Lonely Islands at the Greek 
Talent Show. I have also noticed an improvement on my voice, and in hearing my own pitch. It has been 
amazing, I have learned a ton in respect to music, controlling my voice, and keeping a beat. I plan on 
continuing this next year if there is another TKE choir and I am excited to learn more. 
Julian DeZulueta 
After the first few lessons for the choir, we have sang the TKE Sweetheart song as well as Byker Hill. My 
experience has been very enjoyable as singing with many other brothers has reminded me of a lot of 
bonding experiences throughout my time at TKE. I would like to continue singing later in life as a hobby. 
My experiences with singing has shown that it brings people together, allows for group bonding and 
seems to bring everyone in a cheerful mood. 
After many  lessons for the choir, we have sang the TKE Sweetheart song, Byker Hill, and Down Among 
the Dead Men. My experience has been very enjoyable as singing with many other brothers has 
reminded me of a lot. My experiences with singing has shown that it brings people together, allows for 
group bonding and seems to bring everyone in a cheerful mood. This choir has improved my singing 
abilities as I did not believe I would have such capabilities before entering this choir. My ability to 
differentiate by ear between minor and major seconds and thirds as well as perfect fourths and fifths 
has also improved. This choir has significantly helped to become more confident in my musical abilities. 
Tim Dobosz 
Singing is something that I have always dreamed of becoming good at, but I never took the time to 
pursue it. So far I learned proper singing technique, and I have gotten decent at matching my own 
pitches with other people. I’m becoming better at singing with a group with four parts singing one song, 
which is something I have always struggled with. I really want to continue to improve my singing abilities 
even after the TKE Choir ends in D term. 
TKE Choir is going well for me. I’m learning the songs much better and I’m doing better hitting pitches. 
Also, I feel that the interval recognition training that Ravi is doing helping the choir (at least the Tenor 2 
section) improve their singing abilities. The choir has definitely made progress since the start of C term; 
we sound fairly decent as a group for only practicing about five hours as a group. I feel like I am 
improving still, and am looking forward to improving more. 
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My experiences with TKE Choir have been really good. I enjoyed performing, and I am used to being in 
front of people when it comes to musical performance. I did a lot of performing with numerous bands in 
the past, so I was very comfortable to perform. I thought the concert did well. People did well and the 
choir sounded better than ever. I hope that we continue to improve, learn more songs, and increase my 
musical ability even more. I liked how the choir improved since we started the choir. I’m sure that we 
will continue to improve and sound awesome. 
I am getting a lot out of TKE Choir. I noticed that other people are too. I noticed this especially in the 
performance last week. I thought that it went really well, especially because I saw some people perform 
in front of people that I never thought would excel at it. I hope that everyone continues to improve in 
the last weeks of choir. Personally, I noticed that I sing more often outside of choir, and am beginning to 
love it. I noticed my range increasing and I am hitting more pitches more often. I’m glad I participated in 
TKE Choir and I hope similar opportunities open up again for me in the future. 
Justin Hollinger 
My hope for this course is to have a basic understanding on how to sing. I’ve been around music almost 
my whole life. I played instruments up till high school and tried to continue practicing during high 
school, but was unable to stay with it. I am hoping that learning to sing will bring that musical aspect 
back into my life, as well as give be something easy to practice (no equipment needed). I am also hoping 
to improve my “ear”. I have usually been able to tell when someone misses a note, or generally doesn’t 
sound right, but I usually am not able to say what is wrong with the piece. I’m hoping with this class that 
I will be able to improve this aspect. 
So far this class has begun to fulfill both of my objectives. They way that we are learning to sing pieces in 
vocal lessons has allowed me to practice hearing the notes and replicating them. We have also worked 
on overall singing form and mechanics that I wanted to learn. All in all this class has been exactly what I 
was hoping it would be. 
My recent experiences with the TKE choir have been great. I have been able to improve my singing 
abilities, while also singing some fantastic songs. I have felt that I struggle with blocking out other 
sections of the choir and singing my own part. This has been getting better do to the amount of practice 
that has been allowed. All in all my experience with the TKE choir has been wonderful. 
Jeff Huard 
So far I have learned basic singing techniques and exercises. I have no intention of pursing singing in the 
future at this point in time. I hope to improve my basic singing technique in the event that I change my 
mind about pursuing singing, and at the very least I can sing better the next time I am at the bar on 
karaoke night. 
Recently with the choir I feel like I do a better job of matching the sound around me. I still feel as though 
on my own I can’t find the right sound. The new intervals exercise that we do is frustrating at times as I 
sometimes can’t tell the difference between major and minor, mostly when the interval is descending. 
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As a group I am really impressed with how well we do, I did not expect it to be this good. I feel like those 
of us who can’t sing have all become comfortable with mimicking the few that know what they are 
doing. 
I had a lot of fun with TKE Choir during C-term. The most surprising thing is how often I would walk into 
an area of the house and find another brother singing a TKE Choir song while they thought they were 
alone, so I can only assume everyone had a lot of fun. I also feel like the mini performance at the house 
went very well, the only thing I did not like was the song “Down Among the Dead Men”. It’s just a taste 
thing though, I’m more of a Byker Hill guy. 
The song “I Just Had Sex” has been my least favorite song so far, but I guess I am just not a fan of a 
cappella. I found the song more difficult to follow, as if without lyrics there were no landmarks to follow, 
and the song was just less enjoyable to sing. Although I don’t intend to pursue singing I enjoyed the 
experience of TKE Choir. I find that I have greater confidence and enjoy karaoke night more after going 
through a performance with TKE Choir. 
Shahil Kantesaria 
I have always dreamt of recording a song of my own, and by taking part in the TKE choir I believe I will 
be one step closer. After my first vocal lesson with Ravi I learned the proper form and techniques 
required for singing. It turns out that I am a baritone. I hope by the end of this class I will be able to read 
basic sheet music.  As for the future I am not sure if I will continue singing in a choir but I would like to 
sing in a small group. 
I believe my singing ability has improved, I am not able to hit notes I was unable to reach at the start of 
this choir. My music reading ability has gone up and I can now understand the new pieces of music we 
are given. I am thoroughly enjoying singing together in a choir with different voice parts. I feel that by 
the end of this course I will be able to tell my peers I sang in a choir in college. 
Bryan LaRochelle 
Ravi’s TKE Choir has been surprising a lot of fun, and I think we’re sounding better than I originally 
anticipated. We’ve had our first vocal lessons and rehearsal this past week. So far we’ve worked on basic 
singing techniques and posture. I know that I personally need to work on breathing and standing up 
straight. We’ve also taken a look at a couple songs. The TKE Sweet heart song is a fairly straight forward 
song that sounds good with the whole group. Being a tenor 2, I enjoy singing the melody for this song. 
The other song we’ve looked at is Byker Hill. This is a traditional Irish song that can be heard in Irish 
pubs. It’s a really fun song with a great melody. There is one section in it that is slightly out of my range, 
but I’m working on getting it down. From this class, I hope to become a better singer. I enjoy music very 
much, and singing is another instrument that I would like to master. Singing with my brothers is also a 
lot of fun. It’s a jovial atmosphere that makes singing a lot of fun. I look forward to seeing how this 
class/choir goes. 
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My singing experience has been much more enjoyable than I had originally anticipated. It is really fun to 
sing with a bunch of your brothers. As a group I think we’ve been sounding really good. There is some 
definite potential in a large number of the group. I really like the fact that we are learning new TKE 
songs. The Rambling Song of TKE is a good one, and I think we should add some verses. I’ve noticed that 
my singing has gotten better as well. I’m able to listen to a note and sing it a lot easier than I could 
before. I don’t think I will necessarily continue singing in an organized choir such as this, but I will 
continue singing on my own. This has been a good experience and I’m glad I took advantage of it. 
Ari Lathrop 
So far I have quite enjoyed singing in the TKE choir.  I have always been very into music playing 
saxophone in high school and just listening to music on my own.  It was really nice to see the printed 
music with notes again and brought back some memories.  I’ve always wanted to have a respectable 
singing voice just to say I can sing a little, so doing this for self-improvement is really nice.  Any way I can 
better myself I strive at the chance and this is no exception.  It also is tempting me to try playing some 
saxophone again which I think would be pretty cool.  Overall I’ve enjoyed this quite a bit and look 
forward to continuing it. 
I have still been enjoying the choir, and I can feel myself improving.  I understand my range a lot more 
than I ever did before.  It’s fun to sing the bass parts and hold all the low notes.  It’s nice that almost all 
the bass’s have some music background too making it fun to sing with them.  I feel like I can hit notes 
more consistently and my range has grown a slight bit which is nice to see.  I also think everybody who’s 
in the choir morale is going a little up.  It’s nice to see the singers just start singing Byker Hill out of 
nowhere and I know I always join in.  I’m looking forward to what the lessons and practices have for me 
in the future.  
My experiences in the choir C term were very positive.  I enjoyed the singing, learning, and performing.  I 
think the concert was very fun and it was nice to see the positive reaction from the crowd.  Also very fun 
to see the recording of the performance after that was posted on Facebook.  Performing didn’t really 
feel all that different than a standard practice to me but I’m used to it some since I did band in high 
school.  Overall I think the choir is still going very well and I look forward to getting back to Alden and 
singing more. 
My experiences with the TKE choir continue to go well.  I unfortunately could not make the concert but 
wish I could have made it.  Everybody who went said they had a blast and I’m sure I would have as well.  
I have enjoyed all the lessons but I can’t say I will be singing that much after this.  I like that I learned my 
range of singing which can be useful/fun at times.  Even though I haven’t done any in the choir, it has 
gotten me more into beatboxing, which I feel I have improved greatly on as well.  That I will definitely 
continue as a hobby, potentially with some singing in it as well.  Beatboxing with some singing is 
probably the extent of my singing after this but it was a very enjoyable experience and very happy I 
participated. 
Taylor McNally 
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Personally, my experience in C Term was a great learning occurrence. As I have a larger musical 
background than many of the TKE Choir members, I was able to lend a hand and help where needed, as 
well as grow with the group as a whole. The sectional rehearsals gave us a chance to focus on our 
individual parts and work in smaller groups. This allowed us to have a more technical rehearsal and 
become more confident with our part when we came together as a choir. These strategies resulted in a 
great, full sound. Performing in front of our brothers at TKE was a great experience, and it felt good to 
share what we had accomplished with all of them. They definitely enjoyed our performance, and I look 
forward to performing with the TKE Choir again. 
The TKE Choir has been an awesome experience thus far and definitely has the capacity to succeed a 
great deal with the remainder of our time in D Term. Ravi has done an amazing job bringing everyone 
together and teaching the brothers the basics of music including sight-reading, interval testing, and 
tonal memory. We have all worked together as a group to meet one goal and we have been able to 
overcome many milestones in each of our musical careers. I am excited to continue and see how far the 
TKE Choir can go. 
To date, the TKE Choir has still been an awesome experience and continues to grow every day. Our 
rehearsals are very rewarding, and I look forward to them every week. We recently performed in the 
Greek Week 2012 Talent Show. It was awesome to be able to sing in front of the other Greek 
organizations because no other Greek organization has anything like the TKE Choir. It really sets us apart 
from the other houses, and it’s nice to know that we are accomplishing our goal. Although we did not 
place in the talent show, it was still a rewarding experience that I will cherish for a long time. Being able 
to sing with my brothers has been an amazing experience, and I hope that we continue to grow and 
keep the TKE Choir alive. 
Brad Mello 
Prior to this class, I didn’t have much of a musical background. I played clarinet in middle school for a 
year, but that’s about it. I think that I have a lot to learn from this class in terms of musical ability and 
sight reading. I also think that we have potential as a group, especially because we already know each 
other so well. I am excited to see where this project brings us a group, I am interested to see the 
exposure we get because we are a fraternity. I hope to develop my singing skills so that I am able to read 
music and understand what it’s supposed to sound like. I have always wanted to sing in a choir and I 
think this is the perfect place for me to show that. 
I feel that our group is finally coming together, and the sections are starting to sing better as a whole. I 
am fond of the songs that we have been singing and I think we have a good potential. Personally, I think 
I am coming out of my shell with my voice more and I am excited to sing in front of people that we don't 
know. Our songs have interesting backgrounds and contexts and I think that it's driving the group. I am 
excited to see how we progress through the rest of the semester. 
I am enjoying the choir thus far! Our first concert went well a few weeks ago, and I am excited to learn 
some new songs and perform again. We have grown significantly from the group of unorganized, 
clueless singers we were when we first started in C-term. The only thing that I can comment on in terms 
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of what I don’t like about the choir is that there are so many baritones and basses that drone out the 
rest of us. Looking back on one of the videos of the performance at the house, the tenor sections are 
barely audible. I understand that it’s tough because there are so many lower range singers than the 
tenors, but either way I think it’s a valid point. I look forward to participating in the choir this term as 
well. 
Cameron Mills 
TKE Choir has given me a chance to sing again, while being at school. I am in a band at home and I sing 
frequently, but while I am at school, I don’t have the chance to sing. Being in TKE choir gives me another 
opportunity to practice singing and improve myself vocally. It also is a great chance for me to sing with 
others and gain a larger amount of respect for my brothers. At the end of TKE Choir, I hope that we can 
perform a song with multiple parts completely, hopefully for an audience. I hope that participating in 
this choir will make me a better singer for the future, so I can get better at something I very much enjoy. 
This far, TKE choir has been an interesting experience. Until a couple weeks ago, the choir was just about 
forty guys trying to sing. Now, we have four vocal sections and are starting to sing multiple songs. Things 
are really starting to come together. You can hear all of the harmonies and everyone in the choir is 
certainly getting better. For me, the choir is helping me as a singer. It is allowing me to work on my vocal 
range, sing in a section, and learn from others who are much more experienced than me. I cannot wait 
until we start performing and people get to hear what we have been working on. 
TKE choir was a very interesting experience during C term. I got the chance to sing with a group of 
people and enhance my skills as a vocalist. While the choir wasn’t always perfect at giving Ravi their full 
attention, as a group, we could sing. The performance at TKE really showed the full potential of the 
choir. Even when rehearsal before the performance didn’t go perfectly, we performed all of our songs 
perfectly for brothers and guests. All of the sections sang their parts wonderfully and all of the cut-offs 
and dynamic changes were great. I am really looking forward to what might happen d-term because if 
we could do this much without that much preparation, after we have had a whole other term to 
practice, we are going to do great! 
TKE choir has improved my attitude towards singing with others to a level that I hadn’t before pictured. I 
have always been a singer, and I am the first to admit that I can be very stubborn when singing with 
others. I have never felt that I have as truly valuable talent when it comes to singing, but when people 
would offer advice before, I would usually shrug it off and not take it to heart. However, singing in the 
TKE choir has provided me with a whole new set of skills, coming from mostly Ravi, but also other 
members of the choir. I have learned to accept the constructive criticism of others, and because of that, 
I feel that I have improved. This improvement in both my ability and attitude will allow me to progress 
and hopefully help me in my future endeavors as a singer. 
John Paul Petitpas 
Singing in a choir is something that I was involved in when I was younger; I used to sing in my 
elementary and middle school choirs. However, singing is something that I have moved away from in 
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more recent years.  I have always sung along to the radio without it sounding too terrible to me but I’ve 
never considered myself a good singer nor have I felt comfortable singing in front of others.  I am hoping 
that this class will give me the chance to do a few things, to find out if I can actually sing decently, to use 
the class to improve my current ability to sing, and to use the chance to be more confident about singing 
in a group of people that I feel comfortable around.  Hopefully, this class will be able to help me 
accomplish these things and above all else have fun with singing again. 
I have been feeling like I have improved quite a bit since the start of the class.  The class has helped me a 
lot and the more time I spend singing the better it seems to sound.  The singing exercises and 
techniques have been really helping me to have more volume and better tone while I sing.  The 
exercises in trying to “spin” the sound and to imagine singing to something in the distance have really 
helped to improve my tone and projection.  I think that the group as a whole has improved quite a bit 
and are falling well into their voice parts.  Hopefully, through continued practice and learning new 
techniques I will continue to improve and become more confident in my singing ability. 
Matthew Poppa 
Already in these first few classes I have found that I can sing better than I had believed I could. Before, I 
thought that I would not be able to come even relatively close to following the changing notes with my 
voice. Now I can see that I have some small level of skill, but I have room for a large amount of 
improvement. My hope for this class is to gain a higher understanding of music and singing. I have no 
intentions of taking it to a professional level in the future, but I believe it will give me a greater 
appreciation for the music I may hear on an everyday basis. This gives me an opportunity to learn about 
a topic that I would not likely research in my own spare time because of laziness. 
In these few weeks I have found that I have improved greatly. There is still a problem where everyone 
including myself cannot sync our voices together. I believe in time we will be able to hone our voices to 
each other. Many of the songs we have been singing I have found to be enjoyable and I find myself 
singing them on occasion outside of class time. I am very much enjoying this class and what it has to 
offer to us students. 
TKE choir has had a big influence on me. Since I have returned home on break my family actually 
believes I have some sort of singing voice, and has easily noticed it. The classes and lessons have been 
fun and helpful to have been a part of. My experiences with this class so far have been positive, 
especially toward my understanding of how hard it is for professionals to sing. I am growing an 
understanding of how influential and important singing is in our lives as humans. 
The performance at the end of C term and the most recent one at the Greek Talent show were a great 
experience. I personally believe it is one step forward into helping me get over the bit of stage fright that 
I have, whether it be singing on a stage or giving a presentation. The performances were received much 
better than I had expected, which shows that the entire choir has been getting better over these many 
weeks. This was a great experience to have learned more about my voice and how to control it. I am 
sure it will help me with anything vocal I decide to pursue in the future. 
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Casey Rivera 
The reasons I chose to join this choir are many. I have always wanted to learn to sing better, but have 
never known the real methods to doing so. I am happy that there is now an option for me to sing songs 
with all of my brothers that mean a lot to us. Learning proper posture and singing techniques will help 
me to do so. I never knew what kind of vocal range I had because I had never tried it out or been judged 
on it. I had always only sung recreationally in my own time. Learning how to sing in a group of people in 
the same situation as me puts me in a more comfortable environment and allows me to express myself 
better. 
I am really enjoying the TKE Choir so far. I have learned many important techniques in the singing style. I 
am also very happy with the music selection because I feel like a lot of TKEs can relate to the songs. They 
are songs that we actually enjoy singing. Another thing that helps me understand the methods of singing 
is to go over each part and sing with us during the full group rehearsal. This allows me to visualize 
harmonically where my voice range should lie. The other different practices we do, such as warmups 
and the pitch correction or chord practice are beneficial in understand the chord structures. I am not 
familiar with how to make harmonic chords, so those exercises are helpful. 
I look forward to the next term of the choir class. After the concert, I feel that the entire group has come 
together and we were able to present our songs with pride to an audience. I preferred to sing the 
traditional TKE songs, however I understand that when we will be performing to the larger audience at 
the end of D term, we will more than likely require singing songs more recognized by the public. I think 
the whole program is a lot of fun, and I know a lot of the brothers share the same motivation and 
excitement that I do. 
John Rodrigues 
After the first week of vocal lessons and rehearsal, I’ve learned a lot about singing and my own voice. I 
now realize how fun and enjoyable singing can be when it’s done with good friends regardless of talent 
or experience. I hope that I can use what I learn from this experience for the rest of my life in ways I 
can’t even imagine. 
This is a personal statement about my experience in TKE Choir. As an individual, I feel that my singing 
ability has grown significantly since the start. One thing I felt that I could improve is my ability to 
remember the notes and lyrics for my part. It is a challenge for me to try and sing without the sheet 
music because I a poor memory. Regardless, participating in the choir is very fun and I am having a good 
time. 
So far TKE Choir has been a very unique experience since coming to WPI. Performing in the concert was 
the first time I sang in front of an audience since elementary school choir. The environment of the crowd 
being good friends gave it a relaxed feel, however. It was rewarding to know they enjoyed our 
performance because as a group we worked hard to learn the songs and get better at performing them. 
This was my favorite part of the whole experience so far. 
Ben Rogan 
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My experiences with the TKE Choir thus far have been quite excellent. It has also been quite educational 
as well. I have learned some of the basics of signing with a choir, and have also learned techniques for 
warming up my vocal chords. My music reading skills have also improved greatly as well as my sense of 
tempo. Beyond all this, it has been a pleasure singing with my brothers. I enjoy the musical pieces we 
have been working on, such as “I just had sex”. Lastly I am excited to continue learning and for the 
performance at the end of the term. 
James David Sareault 
 Since the beginning of the term, I have been singing. I like singing; it is fun. I like it when the sounds of 
me singing sound good with the sounds of the other people singing. It makes it more fun. I like it when 
the fun happens. Fun is fun, especially when it’s fun fun ;-)  
 Singing in the choir has been an enlightening experience. The last time I had sung in a group setting like 
this was in chorus class in elementary school, so, needless to say, it has been a while. I was definitely 
skeptical when you said that singing is a physical activity, but I’ve already come to realize that it is. My 
primary motivations in taking this class are to have a fun time with our brothers and to try something 
that I don’t usually do. I’d also like to get a little more out of this: I would like to become more confident 
in singing. I really like music, but I’m generally not very comfortable singing in any sort of open setting. 
I’m hoping that my experience in the choir leads me to be both a better singer and a more confident 
singer. A GPA boost would be nice too.  
So far, the choir has definitely met my expectations. Seeing such a large portion of the house doing 
something like this is awesome; seeing some brothers who aren’t as active or frequently at the house is 
particularly great. It’s a lot of fun to hang out with everybody, singing and having a good time. I think a 
project like this brings us closer as a house and it’s great that we have a chance to do it. 
Steve Tecce 
I have enjoyed the classes so far, I like singing but I’ve never done anything like this before. It has been 
an interesting experience and I’m sure it will continue to be. The basics that we have gone over are 
things I never would have assumed. The fact that singing can depend so much on your posture was very 
surprising, but after working with it I do now understand how it can make sense. As for what I plan to 
get out of the class for the future, I can’t say for sure. I don’t have plans to continue singing in a choir at 
any point but I have been trying to learn guitar and it would be cool to be able to play and sing at the 
same time and have it not sound awful. 
So far I feel like the group is doing very well. I have noticed a really big difference and we are starting to 
sound more united. Once we got to the point where we didn’t need the music sheets for the words and 
got to just focus more on the notes I felt we had taken a major step. As for myself, I feel like the quality 
of my singing has improved however there is still room for a lot of improvements. I feel like I miss the 
notes a lot of the time and need to practice that. 
The choir has been a lot of fun so far. I have wanted to learn to sing better for a long time and it has 
absolutely improved my abilities.  Byker Hill is amazing, the fact that we sing it around the house every 
so often is testament to that, and I love the fact that some brothers are learning new TKE songs. Overall 
I think everything has been great and you are doing an awesome job. 
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So far the choir has been a great experience. I have mentioned it before but it bears repeating that I 
have always wished I was able to sing better and, although I know I have no place on a stage at my 
current level of skill, I feel like I have gotten somewhat better throughout this process. The song “Byker 
Hill” was awesome and I think everyone loved it a lot. Every time we sang it everyone was just so into 
the song that it made it a great experience and learning more about the “TKE Sweetheart Song” was 
really cool too. As for the future I really don’t see myself being a singer at all but perhaps my random 
singing in the shower and singing along to songs while driving around will sound better to anyone who 
may hear it. Overall I have really enjoyed all of this. 
Thomas Wise 
The end of high school was when I first became interested in performing music.  As college progressed, I 
became increasingly fascinated with the vocal aspect of music.  I began receiving singing lessons at the 
beginning of my sophomore year, and immediately loved it.  I think that the voice is truly a unique 
musical instrument, although it has been extremely difficult for me to use it properly.  Thanks to those 
lessons, I became more confident in my abilities and joined WPI’s glee club a year later.  That was a 
great opportunity for me to practice with a group of experienced singers.  I became acquainted with 
sight-reading, and improved in overall pitch quality in general.  I really wish to continue improving my 
vocals to the point where I am comfortable to perform publicly.  Since high school, writing music has 
been a great hobby of mine.  Through these lessons, I hope to be able to add and comfortably perform 
vocal parts to my compositions, and possibly form/join a band to play recreationally.  I believe that this 
TKE Choir is a great opportunity, and I can already tell that the entire group is enjoying the lessons and 
learning a lot. 
Now that the choir has been running for a few weeks, I can really see the improvement of the entire 
group.  I can tell that, personally, my own singing has improved; however, I still think I really need to 
work on my breathing technique.  For some of the songs, it is tough for me to sing the entire line in one 
breath. Other than that, I think everything is going decently well.  The chemistry of the whole group has 
started to develop.  During the practices, it is nice to hear everyone start and stop their phrases at the 
right times.  The new songs we are learning have been pretty interesting, particularly the Rambling 
Song, which we went over yesterday.  I would really like to continue learning new, different songs, and 
maybe even experiment with some modern songs.  I know some people in the choir have this same 
view, so it would be interesting to see how it would sound. 
The TKE choir is C term was definitely a great experience.  During our performance, it was obvious that 
the whole group had improved substantially from the beginning of the term.  It was nice to see that all 
of the entrances were executed properly, and the areas in each song where there were common 
mistakes were sung correctly.  Overall, I thought the concert went well, and I’m excited to perform again 
in D term.  I really enjoyed the song selection we chose last term, but this term it would be nice to sing 
some modern songs.  After all the practice of what seems to me to be classic choir songs, modern music 
would be a good change from the usual. 
Now that we have performed for most of the school, I think the entire group is excited about the choir.  I 
know I had a great time at the talent show; everyone thought our act was hilarious.  It was cool that we 
got to learn a modern song, and to perform that as well.  Most people got solos, which I thought was 
interesting.  Being part of TKE Choir and performing has inspired me to try out for SHM next year.  I had 
toyed around with the idea this year, but I wasn’t sure if it was something I wanted to put time into.  
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After performing, however, I now know that it is something I would really enjoy.  Singing in general for 
me has become a major hobby for me, whether it is while just hanging out or actually playing music. 
Appendix B: Rehearsal Schedule 
C Term 
 Week 1 
  8:00: Delorey discusses project 
  8:20: Ravi discusses syllabus, expectations of singers 
 Week 2 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on posture 
  8:10 TKE Sweetheart song 
  8:40 Posture work 
 Week 2 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on breathing 
  8:10 TKE Sweetheart song 
  8:25 Byker Hill 
 Week 3 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on open vowels 
  8:10 TKE Sweetheart song 
  8:20 Byker Hill 
  8:30 Down Among the Dead Men 
 Week 4 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on smooth tone 
  8:10 Byker Hill 
  8:25 Down Among the Dead Men 
  8:40 Listening Exercise 
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 Week 5 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on pitch 
  8:10 Down Among the Dead Men 
  8:20 Byker Hill 
  8:30 TKE Rambling Song 
 Week 6 
  8:00 Warmup 
  8:10 TKE Rambling Song 
  8:20 TKE Sweetheart Song 
  8:30 Byker Hill 
  8:40 Down Among the Dead Men 
 Week 7 
  8:00 Warmup, extended 
  8:15 Run setlist 
  9:00 Performance 
D term 
 Week 1 
  8:00 Discussion on previous term 
  8:30 Quick run through of previous songs 
 Week 2 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on blending vowels 
  8:10 Byker Hill 
  8:20 Down Among the Dead Men 
  8:30 TKE Sweetheart Song 
 Week 3 
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  8:00 Warmup, focusing on posture and breathing 
  8:10 TKE Rambling Song 
  8:20 Lonely Island Selection 
  8:40 Interval training 
 Week 4 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on pitch 
  8:10 Lonely Island Selection 
  8:30 TKE Sweetheart Song 
  8:40 Interval Training 
 Week 5 
  5:00 Warmup, extended 
  5:10 Lonely Island Selection 
  5:20 TKE Sweetheart Song 
  5:30 Performance 
 Week 6 
  8:00 Warmup, focusing on blending vowels 
  8:10 Byker Hill 
  8:20 Down Among the Dead Men 
  8:30 TKE Rambling Song 
  8:40 TKE Sweetheart Song 
 Week 7 
  12:45 Warmup, extended 
  1:00 Lonely Island Selection 
  1:30 Byker Hill 
  1:40 Down Among the Dead Men 
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  1:50 TKE Rambling Song 
  1:55 TKE Sweetheart Song 
  2:00 Performance  
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Appendix C: TKE Sheet Music
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